DaleE. Boss

Dale £ Boss, Charlzvoix’s
“Mr.Petunia; pezcefully
wenttomesthis Lord and
Savior on Mzy 28,2016, sur-
reundsd by his famly.

Dalawas born Jure 8,
1931, In Charlevott Ha vas
tha e'dastsonof John E
Bass and lofa (Cnew) Boss.
Dalawasz fourthgens
eration lifalong rasidentof
Charlevoicznd graduaiad
from Chatlevolx High School
in 1949, In hisyearbook
Fa was voted, "boy most
likely to succeed Dales life

2fected theimportance of
gmﬂ)’, faith, hard work, 2nd
community Involvemant
Dale baganviorking atthe
agaof 12 252 deor-to-door
milkman for Maxbzuar Dalry
In Charlevole,

Attheagaof14hameat
his childhood sweatheart,
Marilynikens. Dale knew
thatshe was ‘the ona"Ha
married Mzrilyn on June 23,
1951, after Marilyn gracu-
ated from high school. They
convincad their parents that
they were old encugh toget
marrizd by bul'ding thalr
first home togetherat torth
Polatin Charlavoix, The
coup'ewon the Mechanix
Ihustrated “Golden Hammar
Auzard* for the construction
of the'r house. The homa
was buiitinits erticety by
Dale and Marilyn and was
plctured in the pagas of the
naticnal magazina. Dale
toradown an ol barnand
recyciad the lumber to bu'ld
tha house. Dalaand Mariiyn
began raising thelr famiy
in thisfirst hama, until the
seven children outgrew the
space.The cotple worked
on the construction of thelr
curenthoma onthasame
blackat North Peint. 2nd
movad the family Into “The
Chalet"in 1864. Througheout
his life, Dale loved construc-
tion. He enjoyed bul'ding
things with his ewn hands
and observing other build-
Irg proje<ts. Dale worked as
afull-tma milmnznand also
ewnedardoperatadthe
BossInsurance Agancy.

In lateryzars, D2l2 bought
tha Maxbauer Dalry 2nd
opensd anew business, The
Villaga Milkhous, which
wasknown foritshugs
heme-made fce craam sun-

225, Dale was ahways inter-
ested In dvicaffzis and tha
continulingimprovemznt
of Charlevoie Atthe aga of
21, he bzgan several y2ars
of service 85 brujtezontha
Charlevotx Townshlp Bozrd.
During the sameyearhe
became the youngest juror

to serveona murdar trizlin
Charlevoix.In 1956, at the
ageof 24, Dala convened
the first masting to estzb-
lish tha Mount M¢Saubasid
zrea.Haz2lsoserved ontha
eriginal board of directors.
Allof h's children and thou-
sands of Charlevoi children
through the yearsleamad to
skiat Mount McSauba. The
Boss famlly has managed
theskihill for the past 40
years, Dale ren the conces-
slonstand for 20 years. Ona
daily basis,he gave focd to
hungry chi'drenwho didn't
have mongy tomake a pur-
chasa, Intecentyears, Dalz
wou'd keapthe fré galngin
the fireplace of the lodge.

Dats served several years
as deacon of the Commu-
nity Reformed Church. Ha
was chalrman of the build-
ing committea wien the
current church vwas buiit
in 1951, Dala had a“gift for
aab’and negotlated with 18
diffsrent property owners
topurchasa the32lotson
vihich the church currently
stznds. In Lne ezrly'60s, Dale
developad the concept of
a"Sunday School*bus. Ha

tatked to many famillzsin
Charlsvoicto seaifthey
wereintarastadinsending
thelr children to Sunday
School For mariy years,
Dafe drove the bus, picking
up chi'dren throughout
the city and countryside,

2nd dropping
them home
2fter Sunday
School.Da'e
) served as

" treasurer of

iﬁi the Charlevaix
Scheol Board
from 1962-1870. He was
Instrumental inbuilding
tha Charlevoix Elamentary
$choal, negotiating the sa's
of progzrty from the cwners
whera the schacl was bult
Hewas also proud of hisrole
iathe purchasz of thafisst
and second luxury *Raydar”
buses. Dale 2lsodrovea
school bus for several years.
Hawas 2'solnstrumentalin
the bullding of the former
town lbaary, which row
is home to The Charleveic
Cizecla of Arts. Dala was an
2ctive memzercftha Char-
levoix Historical Sadzty. In
1978, Da'la negotiated the
gftof the Harsha House
from Anne Harsha to the
community. He was parson-
allylovelvedin mostof the
restorzbon and expansion
of the Harsha House, which
tecame the new home of
tha Chadevoix Histericz]
Socizty.

Threughout his life, Dale
wias a tire!ess ambassador
for Charevoi\Wherever
he found Rimselfin his
travels, he would find an
cpperturitytoengage
completa strangers {ncon-
versation, 2nd extoll the
virtues of tha community
whichhe so deariy loved.
In 193D, Dale was chelrman
of MichiganWeek, and was
responsible forarranging
the docking of the Steam-
ship MedusaChallenger in
the downtown Charlevolx
Harbor They ralszd $20,0C0
fer newband uniforms for
tha Charlevalx High School
Band by offering tours
through the cozt Thiswas
thelargest ship to ever dock
In downtown Charleveie
Dale spent Ws life thinking
routsids the box"In 1982,
Dzlaplonsered Operation
Patunia.HisIdea of planting
S mi'es of petunias enter-
Ing and exiting Charlevoix
metwith mixad reactions.
Paopla elther thought the
corcaptwas crazy, orwas
tha greatestidza everl The
idea came to fruition as
Da'z enlisted the halp of
his filend, Bruce MacArthur,
and lhzy organized allthe
lagistics of tha operation.
Asaresult, Chariavoixls
wall knowin forits beautiful
flowers. Foryears Daleand
Marilyn oversaw the calor
scheme, preparation, and
planting of the flowers. Dale
alsovoluntsered histime
toarlseatdam.tovater
the flowersfor the past 34
years. The wataring truck
feztured lettering and color-
ful petunias along the sides
and back, hand palnted
by Marilyn. Dalz, together
with his bwo sons, built and
maintzined two floats for
the Charlsvaix Chamber
of Cemmerce. To promaote
Charlevolx, Dale drove the
petunia truck, taving ene of
tha floats bahind, to parades
around the state, TheVene-
tian Quean and her court
rodz on the floals for many
years. Dalabroughthoma
many trophias and awards
forthe baautiful antrlas.

In 1586, Da'a and Mzrilyn
sharedthe henoref bzing
Grarnd Marshall of the Char-
Venetian Parade. The
following year, the Charley-
oft Chamberof Commerce
made Dala the first reciplent
of their annual Mzn of the
Yearaward.In2014, Dalz
was presented with the
Charlevok Kiwanls Club
Distinguished Service and
Apprediation Award.Tnis
avaard vizs a total surprise
zrd 2l of his chi'dren were
ablato belnattendanca for
the event. Dale also raceived
an award from the Goveraar
cf tha State of Michigzn for
dedicated servicetothe

communlty. Da'2 served
many years onthe Board of

Irectors of Kezp Charlavoix
Beautiful. Ha lovad tha Char-
levoix petunias $o much
thathe had cards madaup
with his name and the titls,
“Mr.Petuniz’

Afavotite family story
Involves Dala talking his
vray out of aspeading lckat
by puling out his “Ir. Pe-
tunla*card 2nd talling the
downstate officer about
Charlevoixs miles of flawers.
By tha time D!z Fnished his
story the officerwas laugh-
Ing.He gave Dalaawamnirg,
and 2 promise to visit Dale’s
beloved homa town. Dale
was an avid carenthusiast
and loved classic cars. He
remembered his children’s
birthdays by the car that he
vasdriving at thetima of
thelrbirth. [t was nosurprise
to his children that his first
word as 2 baby was car”
Dalalovedtagotothe Da-
troit Auto Show, and took
hls grandsons multiple years
to check out the new cars.
Dzle 2nd Marlyn were oftzn
seandriving atound town
Ina 1919 ModelT Ford,
ortheirclassic 1973 red
Cadilac convertible. Dzle
loved to travel and drove
tha family on many trips
arourd the country.With
seven chlidren, some of the
trips were taken using two
vehicles.\When Dalesald the
businesses, he purchased a
mator homa and took the
family cn a month towr of
thawast coast.

Dale and Mariiyn loved
children and Christmas.
Each Decamber thzy would
turn thelr house and yard
Into*Santa’s Workshep!
Marilyn used herartistic
talznts to cutoutand paint
countless elves, sterybook,
Bibls, and movie characters.
Daleviould mountthem
Inthe yard and putup the
display lights They setup
znd decorated more than 30
Christrnas tress, a'ong with
displays of animated toys
and stuffed animals. Hun-
dreds of chi'dren stopped
by eachyear tovisit Mr, 2nd
Mrs.Claus on Christmas Eve.
Dalealso loved toinvite
farriiies Into the house to
saathe daconations inside
1hahousa. After Dale and
Marityn found it too difficuit
1o managa, the Christmas
display continuad to ba set
up by the'r sons. Date loved
hls family, hls Lord, ard his
commun:ty. He quietly end
consistently supported
pzoplein nead with gifts of
foad, his tal=nts, or maney.
Dale oftensaid that he loved
putting smiles on people’s
faces One of Dale’s blggest
Joysweassitting onthz front
potchwith s chiidren and
grandchildren at the end
of the dzy discussing locel
news, cuTent events, and
politics, His chitdren and
grzndchildrenwillnever
forgat his frequent offers of
popand fce cream treats as
they saton the front porch,
Da'aloved totellstorizs
2baut pzopleand placesin
Charlevex — hislong term
memeory of tha cemmunity
wasamaring As ateenager
andyoung man, heob-
served 2nd ased quastions
of his elders, such as Earl
Younag, thelocal banker, city
workers, etc. As a result, Da'e
aften recsived phona calls
from residents requesting
Informztion on everyth'ng
frem the history of bulldings
to Infrastructure of the city.

Oalzwasawondarful
father and grandfather, He
builtan In-ground swim-
mirg pool for his children
because he wanted tham
to learn how to swim and
have funin the water,even
though hensvarleamad o
swim himsel Yhen his chil-
drznwaraingrada school,
Dalz wou'd help make
birthday parties specizl He
viould bring homa a huge
pila of sand, 2nd bury pan-

nles heobtzlned from the
bank.The children’s class-
mates could dig and kezpall
the pennias that they found,
which made fora lotoffun.
Da'eloved tolaugh, and
wasavery positive parson.
When his chi'dren inevita-
blylocked thelr keysin the
carwhlleIna p2ighboring
tawn, he wou'd laugh and
come tescue them. Sunday
afternoans me2nt go'ngon
driveswith the family and
stopping a'ong the way to
buy his children popand
candy.Whan the grandchil-
drencame aleng, he bought
a minfature rroiorized
firetruck, which thay could
driva around the yard. As
they got older, Dala encour-
aged his grandchildrento
driva anything with a moter
all around the property. Dale
zlso ma!ntained a healthy
supply of “bulding materi-
als whlch hewillingly gave
so that his grandchildren
could be craativa. Four of
the grandchildren begame
engineersasaresullcfthe
“inventions” they ¢created at
iiyn's housa,
Dalals survived by his two
sons, 3o {Debbie) Boss of
Charlevoly, Jim (Unda) Boss
of Charlevots; faur dauch-
ters, Kathy Ven Zant of
Indian River, Sharon {Chuck}
Eizinga of Alblon, Diane
(Dannls) Priess of Charlay-
ofx, 2nd Pam (Lans) Baatty
of Nap'es, Fl2; 17 grendchil-
dren; Beau and Sherry Boss,
Connor 2nd Ryder Boss, Car-
rle Puryis, Chels Caste'an,
Batsey Dunkel, Jordan and
Adam Elzinga, Cody and
Logan Prizss, Chase and Tara
Beatty, David and Ryan Falt-
ing, Jennifer Kihara, Heather
Marvin; 20 great-grardchil-
dren; brother, Dean (Beulzh)
Boss of Spring Arbor; sister,
Marlene Tery of Lubbock,
Texas; sisterdn-l2w, Joyce
Bossof Charlevoic brother-

Jrrlavy, Glen Itens of Brigh-

teny slster-in-law, Sally (Tom)
Paquin, of St. [gnace and
many beloved niecas, neph-
ews, and cousing.

Dalewas preczdedin
death by his parents, John
2nd lola Boss; beloved

wife, Marllyn Boss; Erother, ~

Dwight Boss; daughter, Kay
Hewaed; infant son, Themas
2oss; brother-In-law, Rev.

|

f
Peul'na Boss; sister-in-law,
Kay Empzy; brother-n-law,
Nerm Empey; and sister-in-
Jawy, Betty lkzns,

Tha Boss family s so
grateful for the wonderful
mediczl care and support
that Dale recaived from Dr.
JanetTalmoand her nurse
Uisa from Physicians Clinic of
Charigvoix. D2lewasablato
remain athome, which was
his request, due (o the lav-
ing In-nome care provided
by Anne Mariz Kauziarich
of Amaz'ng Car2, and his
family.

At Dala’s request, there
wiil be no public funeral ser-
vice orviewing. Because the
community of Charlevoix
was suchanimportant pri-
crity In Da'e’s life, his famity
vouldlive to lnvite anyone
vashingtohonorhislfatoa
community celebration. The
tima 2nd location oftha cel-
ebratlon will bz announced
later,

Inlieucfflowers, memo-
rial contributions may ba
made to“Keep Chadescix
Beautiful”(to continua the
petunialzgacy) st PO.8ox 1,
Charlevols, M 49720; Com-
munity Refarmed Church
Breakfast Club (free breal-
fasts which Dala so enjoyed)
100 0ak §t, Chailevol, Ml
49720; o1 the Charlsvobe His-

torical Seclety, 103 State St,

Chadevols, M1 49720.5lan
Dale’s guastbook 2t wvwwe.
winchesterfunaralhome.
com.
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